
  

   
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

April 14, 2021 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Virtual Meeting 

“Fraud Analytics: Using the Power of Data in Fraud Detection and Investigations” 

Speaker: Erik Halvorson, Special Agent, U.S. Department of Energy Office of Inspector General 

 

Location: Virtual Event (Zoom) 

12:00 noon – 1:00 pm: Presentation 

Please register here. 

Registration deadline: April 13th at 3:00 pm 

Cost: Members & Associates of the Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter: $10 

 All others: $20 

CPE: Qualifies for 1 credit hour of continuing professional education.  Attendance certificates will be 

emailed after the event. 

Continued on page 2 
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April 14, 2021 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Virtual Meeting 

“Fraud Analytics: Using the Power of Data in Fraud Detection and Investigations” 

Speaker: Erik Halvorson, Special Agent, U.S. Department of Energy Office of Inspector General 
 

In the wake of big data, investigators now have access to an unprecedented amount of information.  

Although advanced techniques and models in fraud analytics are gaining traction, they are not yet available 

to everyone.  However, there are basic steps that all investigators and auditors can employ.  In this 

presentation, you will learn about basic analytics approaches using simple programs like Excel, JMP or 

Tableau.  You will learn through examples of visualizations, statistics, and risk analysis approaches to better 

understand data and identify areas of risk or potential fraud.  This framework will provide insight into 

organization, cleansing/review, visualization and analysis of available data, while optimizing existing 

resources. 

During the presentation, you will learn how to examine the core principles behind analytics approaches as 

they pertain to fraud analysis, demonstrate the basic principles of data organization and cleansing, apply 

basic analysis techniques to identify trends and anomalous data and incorporate data-backed solutions for 

resource optimization in the analysis process. 

Erik Halvorson specializes in financial fraud and public corruption investigations.  He has 14 years of federal 

law enforcement experience including both domestic and international work.  He enjoys using advanced 

analytics techniques to proactively detect and investigate fraud.  A recent Columbia University graduate, he 

holds degrees in criminal justice, accounting and applied analytics.  He is currently enrolled in a Ph.D. 

program in statistics at Denver University.  Presently, he splits his time between the Department of Energy’s 

Office of Investigations and their Data Analytics Group.   

Please join us for this interesting and relevant presentation. 

Register here! 

ACFE Global Fraud Conference 

The ACFE 32nd Annual Global Fraud Conference will be a remote learning event on June 21-23, 2021.  The Conference 

provides the opportunity for more than 30 CPE via live and on-demand sessions.  The Conference is well-known to 

have high quality presentations and speakers, so the opportunity to participate is a great learning opportunity for all 

CFEs. 

The Chapter is happy to coordinate registration for ACFE members and non-members to receive the discounted group 

rate of $695 for members and $895 for non-members.  If you are interested in attending, please email Chapter 

President Bernie Rafferty at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com to be added to the list, and then send payment to the 

address below.  All payments must be received prior to May 1, 2021, and no registrations will be processed without 

receiving payment. 

Please send a check made out to: “ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Chapter” for payment of the registration fee to: 

ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Chapter 

P.O. Box 418 

North Versailles, PA 15137-0418 

https://acfe-pgh.org/meet-reg1.php?id=32
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com


   

 
Pittsburgh Area Residents Still Receiving Chase 

Bank Cards They Did Not Sign Up For 
More people in the Pittsburgh area have become victims of 

identity theft involving Chase Bank checking accounts and 

local police are trying to figure out who is using residents’ 

personal information to open accounts.  Read More 

Pittsburgh Man Pleads Guilty in Mystery Shopper 

Fraud Scheme 
A resident of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, pleaded guilty in 

federal court to a charge of fraud conspiracy, Acting United 

States Attorney Stephen R. Kaufman announced.  Read More 

As People Struggle To Secure Unemployment 

Benefits, Prosecutors Say Fraud Is Widespread 
We’re one year into the coronavirus pandemic and people are 

still struggling to secure unemployment benefits.  Read More 

Pittsburgh Police Warn of Caller Posing as Officer 

Trying to Get Personal Info 
The Pittsburgh Police Department says residents are reporting 

a scam going around in which someone is pretending to be a 

member of the police department.  Read More 

Local Woman Charged with Filing Pandemic 

Unemployment Claim in Inmate’s Name 
A local woman is facing a federal charge, accused of collecting 

unemployment benefits in the name of a male inmate.  Read 

More 

Government Investigating Massive Counterfeit 

N95 Mask Scam 
Federal authorities are investigating a massive counterfeit 

N95 mask operation in which fake 3M masks were sold in at 

least five states to hospitals, medical facilities and 

government agencies.  Read More 

Westmoreland County Woman Pleads Guilty to 

Pandemic Unemployment Benefits Fraud 
A resident of Arnold, Pennsylvania, pleaded guilty to a charge 

of fraud, United States Attorney Scott W. Brady announced.  

Read More 

Pittsburgh Man Charged with Sex Trafficking an 

Adult Woman 
A resident of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, has been indicted by a 

federal grand jury in Pittsburgh on a charge of sex trafficking, 

United States Attorney Scott W. Brady announced.  Read 

More 

 

 

Investment Fraud and the CFTC 

The Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) 

promotes the integrity, resilience, and vibrancy of 

the U.S. derivatives markets through sound 

regulation.  If you find yourself scammed by a 

fraudulent trade or investment, don’t pay any more 

money; fee frauds, promising large returns, have 

increased significantly online in recent months.  

Collect all the pertinent information and documents 

to help when it comes time to report or investigate 

the fraud.  Protect your identity and accounts, 

including placing a fraud alert on your credit file.  

Report the fraud to the CFTC if the fraud involved 

commodity futures, options on futures, swaps, 

commodity pools, binary options, foreign exchange, 

digital assets, or other derivatives.  Check your fraud 

theft insurance coverage in your homeowner’s 

policy.  For more details on how to protect yourself, 

view complete guidance on the CFTC’s website here: 

https://www.cftc.gov/LearnAndProtect/Advisories

AndArticles/6Steps.html 

 

2021-2022 Officer Nominations 

The Greater Pittsburgh Chapter of the Association of 

Certified Fraud Examiners is requesting nominations 

for officers and directors for the 2021-2022 Chapter 

year.   

Nominations are being accepted for Director, 

President and Treasurer positions.  Elections will 

take place in June.  We encourage everyone to get 

involved and please nominate yourself or someone 

you know. 

You can respond to Bernie Rafferty, Chapter 

President, at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com by 

FRIDAY, April 30, 2021. 

 Co-founders of San Francisco biotech startup 

uBiome charged with fraud 

U.S. prosecutors on Thursday charged the co-founders of 

uBiome Inc, a San Francisco biotechnology startup, with 

defrauding investors about its ability to expand clinical 

tests to monitor gut health and obtain reimbursements 

from insurers.  Click here to read the full article. 

https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/03/07/chase-bank-card-fraud-continues/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/pittsburgh-man-pleads-guilty-mystery-shopper-fraud-scheme-0
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/03/02/as-people-struggle-to-secure-unemployment-benefits-prosecutors-say-fraud-is-widespread/
https://www.wtae.com/article/scam-alert-pittsburgh-police-warn-of-caller-posing-as-officer-trying-to-get-personal-info/35496561
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/local-woman-charged-with-filing-pandemic-unemployment-claim-inmates-name/DWCXNPZWC5DINEOPAOVEOVDSRM/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/local-woman-charged-with-filing-pandemic-unemployment-claim-inmates-name/DWCXNPZWC5DINEOPAOVEOVDSRM/
https://apnews.com/article/government-investigation-n95-scam-1694ed85d6ef99cdb6662f67d823c271
https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/westmoreland-county-woman-pleads-guilty-pandemic-unemployment-benefits-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/pittsburgh-man-charged-sex-trafficking-adult-woman
https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/pittsburgh-man-charged-sex-trafficking-adult-woman
https://www.cftc.gov/LearnAndProtect/AdvisoriesAndArticles/6Steps.html
https://www.cftc.gov/LearnAndProtect/AdvisoriesAndArticles/6Steps.html
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN2BA2WD


 

Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Kelvin Pier CPA, CFE    

Secretary       Katie Vance CFE    

Director       Dan Chacko CFE, CMA, CIA, CPA   

Director       Wanda DiPaolo CFE 

President Emeritus      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF 

Membership Director      Brett Fulesday CFE  

Higher Education Director     Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Director       Douglas Keklak CFE 

Training Director      David Vanderaar CFE  

 
 

 

  

 

About the ACFE 
The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 85,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

Upcoming Events 

• Wednesday, May 12, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, June 9, 2021 – Meeting TBD, Officer and Director Elections 

 

Watch for more information on upcoming events! 

Connect on LinkedIn and Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a LinkedIn account and Facebook page?   

Visit ACFE Greater Pittsburgh LinkedIn Page and ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Facebook Page 

 

ACFE Foundation Fundraising Event 

The ACFE will be holding an event on Thursday, April 22, 2021 called Interactive Cyber-Crisis War Gaming 

and all fees collected for this event support the ACFE Foundation.  We hope you can attend this event and 

support this worth-while cause.   

You can find the details of the event here: https://www.acfe.com/FoundationDonation.aspx   

 

 

March Student of the Month Recap 

Wendy Sue Jones is a senior at California University of Pennsylvania majoring in Business Administration with an 

Accounting Concentration, and minoring in Forensic Accounting, Finance and Spanish.  She has earned many academic 

achievements including membership in the Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society.  Her career goal is to enter the field of 

Forensic Accounting/Fraud investigation.  Congratulations again, Wendy Sue! 

http://www.acfe.com/
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F40766293&data=02%7C01%7Cmhuttner%40bc.pitt.edu%7C0ccad361ae52478708a408d76c374ad2%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637096857048374435&sdata=X%2BDI7F6JcdF%2FmVI6boAvep8MKck%2FXcEz2eyYgZzq%2Bso%3D&reserved=0
http://www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acfe.com%2FFoundationDonation.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cm.huttner%40pitt.edu%7Cfcbbb2bca4174aa1f5b208d8f3a4cd40%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C1%7C637527236447593134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=au7FKQM0128PlKddfhDHv2hlBo%2Fqne%2BdZt4QoYwFxrQ%3D&reserved=0

