
  

   
 

 

April 8, 2026 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Virtual Meeting 

“Transparency is Not Just a Good Idea – It’s the Law” 

Speaker: Thomas Gober, President,  

Thomas Gober Forensic Accounting Services 

Location: Virtual Event (Zoom) 

12:00 noon – 1:00 pm: Presentation  

Please register here. 

Registration deadline: April 7th at 3:00 pm 

Cost: Members & Associates of the Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter: $10 

 All others: $20 

CPE: Qualifies for 1 credit hour of continuing professional education.  Attendance certificates will be emailed after 

the event. 
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April 8, 2026 

ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents - Virtual Meeting 

 

“Transparency is Not Just a Good Idea – It’s the Law” 

Speaker: Thomas Gober, President, Thomas Gober Forensic Accounting Services 

 

 
This presentation will expose the hidden risks lurking inside private equity-controlled life insurers, including a 

discussion on how the industry has transformed into increasingly high-risk operations and what that means for people 

counting on these companies to honor decades-long promises.  Major insurers carry razor-thin capital buffers while 

ceding hundreds of billions in policyholder liabilities to secretive offshore affiliates that U.S. regulators can’t fully 

examine.  The conflict of interest between PE firms and the insurers they own and manage is eroding portfolio quality, 

and one company’s failure could trigger a domino chain of insolvencies across the industry.   

Thomas Gober is a Certified Fraud Examiner and forensic accountant.  For 41 years, he has conducted deep dive 

analyses of the US insurance industry using their own sworn statutory financial statements.  Tom has served as an 

insurance examiner and a state examiner-in-charge.  He has served as a consulting and testifying expert in federal 

criminal cases and assisted the FBI and prosecutors in the gathering and presentation of evidence, as well as in civil 

litigation.   

Please join us for this interesting and relevant presentation. 

Register here! 

 

 

ACFE Global Fraud Conference 

The ACFE 37th Annual Global Fraud Conference will be offered in-person (Boston, MA) and virtually on July 

12-17, 2026.  The Conference provides the opportunity for more than 30 NASBA CPE by attending live 

sessions and watching on-demand recordings.  The Conference is well-known to have high quality 

presentations and speakers, so participating is a great learning opportunity for all CFEs. 

The Chapter is happy to coordinate registration for ACFE members and non-members to receive discounted 

group rates for both the in-person main conference and the virtual conference.  If you are interested in 

attending, please email Chapter President Bernie Rafferty at brafferty@gatewayengineers.com by May 16 

to be added to the list.  

https://acfepgh.starchapter.com/meet-reg1.php?id=81
mailto:brafferty@gatewayengineers.com


     

 
Owner of African Market in East Pittsburgh Pleads Guilty to 

Food Stamp Fraud 
A Pittsburgh woman must pay nearly $55,000 in restitution following her 

conviction for food stamp fraud at her African food market in East 

Pittsburgh.  Read More 

Nearly 150 Charges Filed Against Pennsylvania Car 

Dealership Owner in Fraud Sales Case 
The owner of a car dealership in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania faces nearly 

150 criminal charges related to what investigators are calling fraudulent 

sales practices.  Read More 

Despite Warning Signs, Pennsylvania Failed to Take Action 

in Massive Fraud Case 
After weeks of investigating the inner workings of a giant investment 

company with ties to Pittsburgh, Toni Caiazzo Neff said she tried to do 

the right thing.  Read More 

Middle Eastern Man Indicted for Fraudulent Use of 

Immigration Documents and Aggravated Identity Theft 
A Middle Eastern man illegally residing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, has 

been indicted by a federal grand jury in Pittsburgh on charges of fraud 

and misuse of visas, permits, and other documents, and aggravated 

identity theft, United States Attorney Troy Rivetti announced.  Read More 

Masury Man on Trial for $2M Health Network Fraud Called 

to Testify 
A Masury man testified in his own defense, as both sides finished 

presenting their evidence in a $2 million federal fraud trial.  Read More 

Lax Fraud Enforcement in Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania’s state government has reduced its investigation of serious 

financial crime, leaving Keystone State residents more vulnerable to 

fraudsters – and abandoning its traditional position as one of America’s 

strongest enforcers of securities laws.  Read More 

‘Most Stupid Fraud in History’: Illinois Man Gets 10 Years in 

Prison for $14 Million Fraud Tied to COVID-19 Loans 
A south suburban man was sentenced to 10 years in federal prison in a 

massive, $14 million fraud scheme where he collected kickbacks for filing 

more than 1,500 bogus loan applications at the height of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  Read More 

Saratoga Springs Couple Targeted by Phone Number 

Identity Thief in Port-Out Fraud 
A Saratoga Springs couple said a criminal has hijacked their mobile phone 

number and used it to steal their identities and their money.  Read More 

 

 

CFE Exam Prep Course 

The CFE Exam Prep Course is a flexible, self-

paced computer-based program that allows 

you to customize your study experience.  

The CFE Exam Prep Course enables you to: 

• Customize your learning 

experience through hundreds of 

lessons, review questions and 

flashcards. 

• Follow a recommended study plan 

or create your own based on 

personal strengths and 

weaknesses. 

• Set a target deadline for your 

studies and analyze your progress. 

• Personalize your studies by 

highlighting key points, 

bookmarking lessons, taking notes 

and creating flashcards. 

• Prepare to take the CFE Exam by 

reviewing processes, tips and 

protocols for exam day. 

The CFE Exam Prep Course is available in 

multiple, one-year subscription packages. 

Learn more here. 

 

 

2026-2027 Officer Nominations 

The Greater Pittsburgh Chapter of the 

Association of Certified Fraud Examiners is 

requesting nominations for officers and 

directors for the 2026-2027 Chapter year. 

Nominations are being accepted for 

Director, Secretary, and President 

positions.  Elections will take place in June.  

We encourage everyone to get involved 

and please nominate yourself or someone 

you know. 

You can respond to Bernie Rafferty, 

Chapter President, at 

brafferty@gatewayengineers.com by 

THURSDAY, April 30, 2026. 

https://triblive.com/local/owner-of-african-market-in-east-pittsburgh-pleads-guilty-to-food-stamp-fraud/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-car-dealership-fraud-investigation/
https://www.arcamax.com/business/businessnews/s-4013820
https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/middle-eastern-man-indicted-fraudulent-use-immigration-documents-and-aggravated
https://www.wfmj.com/story/53439108/masury-man-on-trial-for-dollar2m-health-network-fraud-called-to-testify
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/02/18/lax-fraud-enforcement-pennsylvania/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/most-stupid-fraud-history-illinois-225100038.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAN3S6pDE5vpk2FK6NTrenidva1dgITl-3bSGhfjzZP_GuTycvGYwlYlRgw_CzGrPj7mGb1sIz-bmxXMG9xmbzZudFDZno0RHTNQFGVZTrdMrTN4JnGa-xUjvvYcQ6bcFDbNuy_BDEuqPoqxQZdxsplgAZlNvYtK5S6HZ1Pemefz
https://ksltv.com/ksl-investigates/get-gephardt/port-out-fraud/886565/
https://www.acfe.com/training-events-and-products/cfe-exam-preparation/cfe-exam-prep---study-on-your-own-options/cfe-exam-prep-course
mailto:brafferty@gatewayengineers.com


 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – Fraud and Corruption Awareness Seminar (Co-Sponsored with the 

IIA and Schneider Downs) 

• Wednesday, June 10, 2026 – Meeting 

• June 2026 – Officer and Director Elections 

 

Watch for more information on upcoming events! 

Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Brittany Nimal CFE, CPA   

Secretary       Christian Johnson, CBCP, CFE, CISA   

President Emeritus      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF 

Higher Education Director     Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Training Director      Nicolas Leone, CPA, CFE 

Director       Matthew Ragan, CFE 

Director       Arvah Rana, CFE 

 
 

 

  

 

About the ACFE 
The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 95,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

Connect on LinkedIn and Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a LinkedIn account and Facebook page?   

Visit ACFE Greater Pittsburgh LinkedIn Page and ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Facebook Page 

 

FRAUD AND CORRUPTION AWARENESS SEMINAR 

On May 19th at the Hilton Garden Inn Southpointe, the ACFE, IIA, and Schneider Downs present the 14th 

annual Fraud and Corruption Awareness Seminar.  See the attached flyer for more information.  We look 

forward to seeing you there!  REGISTER HERE!!! 

 

http://www.acfe.com/
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F40766293&data=02%7C01%7Cmhuttner%40bc.pitt.edu%7C0ccad361ae52478708a408d76c374ad2%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637096857048374435&sdata=X%2BDI7F6JcdF%2FmVI6boAvep8MKck%2FXcEz2eyYgZzq%2Bso%3D&reserved=0
http://www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh
https://web.cvent.com/event/84c0cd79-5aa8-456f-b88d-021d585dd8c3/register?environment=P2

